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rather let him work with his hands, that he may
be helpful to the poor.55 But this extraordinary
document did not emanate from the poor. It is
obviously the work of the Reformers.
While these exciting events were happening in
Scotland, John Knox was in Dieppe fuming
against Elizabeth of England and her secretary
Cecil. Knox did not intend to go straight to
Scotland. He had, he wrote to Cecil, certain
matters to mention to him which could not be
put on paper, and he also wanted to visit his
old congregations in Berwick and Newcastle.
For those reasons, therefore, he asked for permis-
sion to sail to England and travel through the
country to Scotland. Cecil would not agree.
The First Blast had been written by Knox against
Mary Tudor and Mary of Guise, but its arguments
applied equally to any female sovereign, and
Queen Elizabeth, now on the English throne, had
read the pamphlet and looked upon Knox as a
dangerous scoundrel. He had openly declared
that the assassination of a woman ruler was a
deed which should have the support of all godly
men. Elizabeth, who was insecure on the throne,
could not forgive anyone who suggested that a
subject was ever justified in rising against his
.ruler. Sife hated Knox, and she hated the
Calvinism that he taught.
Two further letters went from Knox to Cecil.
The First Blast, Knox pleaded, had not been aimed